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SUBJECT: PUNJAB CHIEE MINISTER'S VIEWS RE ELOODS 
REE: A) LAHORE 834; B) LAHORE 840 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING MY SHORT COURTESY CALL ON NEW PUNJAB CHIEE MINISTER 
SADIQ HUSSAIN QURESHI MORNING JULY 21, HE OFFERED FOLLOWING 
SIGNIFICANT REMARKS RE FLOOD SITUATION IN PAK PUNJAB (OTHER 
SUBJECTS SEPTEL AND MEMCON). 

2. WHEN I EXPRESSED SYMPATHY FOR HUMAN SUFFERING AND PHYSICAL 
DAMAGE CAUSED BY RECENT FLOODING, QURESHI OBSERVED THAT 
SITUATION HAD GIVEN HIS ADMINISTRATION RATHER INAUSPICIOUS 
START, BUT - "MASHA' ALLAH" - DANGER POINT APPEARED TO HAVE 
PASSED, AT LEAST EOR PRESENT. HOWEVER, HE HAD JUST RECEIVED 
DISQUIETING REPORT OF RENEWED RAINS IN SIALKOT DISTRICT AND 

HIS PEOPLE WERE KEEPING CLOSE WATCH. (LIGHT RAIN HAD ALSO 
BEGUN TO FALL IN LAHORE BUT ENDED MIDDAY.) 

3. I COMMENDED CHIEE MINISTER ON HIS PERSONAL EEFORTS IN 
VISITING ELOOD AFFECTED AREAS AND DIRECTING RELIEE OPERATIONS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LAHORE 00845 220709Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


AND ON APPARENT EFFECTIVENESS OF WARNING AND RELIEF SYSTEMS 
THIS YEAR. HE REPLIED THAT WHILE "NOTHING REACHES PERFECTION," 

HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY IMPROVEMENTS IN BOTH WARNING AND RELIEF 
THIS YEAR COMPARED WITH 1973. IN MOST CASES AUTHORITIES HAD 
BEEN ABLE TO WARN ENDANGERED VILLAGES 24-48 HOURS IN ADVANCE 
LAST WEEK. 

4. TO MY SURPRISE, QURESHI THEN ASSERTED HE FELT HANDICAPPED 
IN CURRENT SITUATION BY DEARTH OF INFORMATION FROM INDIA ON 
RAINFALL IN CATCHMENT AREAS OF RIVERS UPSTREAM OF PAK BORDER, 

AND ON THEIR FLOW INTO PAKISTAN - ESPECIALLY RAVI RIVER. 

HE CALIMED PAKISTAN WAS RECEIVING ONLY SKETCHY DATA FROM 
INDIA, SUCH AS FLOW OF 6-8 LAKH CUSECS (SIC.) AT MADHOPUR 
HEADWORKS ON RAVI IN INDIA JUST ABOVE JASSAR. ALTHOUGH 
INDIA TRIED TO TAKE OFF AS MUCH WATER AS POSSIBLE AT MADHOPUR, 
AMOUNT FLOWING TO PAKISTAN WAS NOT BEING REPORTED. LATTER, 

OF COURSE, WAS MOST IMPORTANT TO PAK FLOODWATCHERS. IF 
FLOW AT JASSAR EXCEEDED 1.7 LAKH CUSECS, SERIOUS FLOODING 
COULD OCCUR IN SIALKOT DISTRICT, LAHORE AND DOWNSTREAM. 

5. I ASKED IF MECHANISM HAD NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED TO 

EXCHANGE SUCH INFORMATION. QURESHI REPLIED THAT SIMLA AGREEMENTS 
HAD PROVIDED FOR SUCH EXCHANGE BUT IT WAS NOT WORKING. 

HE ADDED THAT HIS PEOPLE HAD OBTAINED THEIR MOST USEFUL INFO 
FROM MONITORING INDIAN RADIO AND TV REPORTS, FROM WHICH 
THEY WERE ABLE TO BRACE THEMSELVES. 

6. I TOOK OCCASION TO ASK CHIEF MINISTER'S APPROVAL OF OUR 
KEEPING IN TOUCH DIRECTLY WITH PUNJAB FLOOD RELIEF COMMISSIONER 
(WHO HAD BEEN STANDOFFISH LAST YEAR AS COMPARED WITH 1973). 

QURESHI READILY AGREED AND ISSUED ORDERS TO THAT EFFECT. 

CHIEF MINISTER CLOSED BY EXPRESSING HOPE THAT AMERICANS WOULD 
HELP PROVIDE RELIEF SUPPLIES IF NEEDED THIS YEAR. I SAID I 
FELT SURE WE WOULD HELP WHERE WE COULD IN AN EMERGENCY, 

BUT REMINDED CHIEF MINISTER THAT FOREIGN DISASTER RELIEF 
ASSISTANCE WAS COORDINATED BY CENTRAL CABINET DIVISION WITH 
UNDP RESREP IN ISLAMABAD (ISLAMABAD 6604). 

SPENGLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISASTER RELIEF, FLOODS, PROVINCE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 21 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LAFIORE00845 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D750253-0178 
From: LAHORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750799/aaaagtjp.tel 

Line Count: 101 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 LAHORE 834, 75 LAHORE 840 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 AUG 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <01 DEC 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> mom 971014 

Subject: PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER'S VIEWS RE FLOODS 

TAGS: EGEN, IN, PK, EGEN, (OURESHI, SADIQ HUSSAIN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



